Name Period

Rikki-Tikki-Tavi Formal Assessment
Directions: Choose one of the following prompts to respond to in a formal essay. This will be a
timed essay, meaning you will have approximately 20 minutes to write your formal answer in
one sitting. You are free to brainstorm ideas beforehand, but you must write your entire
response in class. While there is no length requirement, | would expect a strong essay to be AT
LEAST one extended paragraph.

1. Theme—Create an appropriate theme for this story. Use specific examples and textual evidence
from the story to argue why this is an appropriate lesson for the story. Either give multiple
examples that show the theme OR explain the theme from start to finish [RL.1]

2. Setting & Plot—How does the setting of this story impact the plot? Give at least 3 different
details of the setting and explain how each affected the plot of the story including the conflict.
[RL.2]

3. Climax—Explain why the moment described as the “climax” in the story is in fact the climax. Why
is it considered the “turning point” in the story? What or who “turns” or changes after that moment?
Prove your explanation with specific text examples. [RL.2]
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Rikki Tikki Essay Rubric
- All questions are fully answered and clearly explained.
10-9 - Specific, detailed examples (2+) of text evidence are used to support
response. Each example is also explained to show relevance.
8-7 - Some of the questions are answered or clearly explained.
- Some examples (at least 2) are given from the story for support. The
student’'s may not have clearly explained how the example(s) are
relevant.
6-5 - Multiple parts of the questions are missing or are unclear.
- Few (<2) or no examples are given from the story for support; Very
little or no additional explanation from the student was provided.
Total: Comments:
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